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Pöttiflg on WhiíewasL
Administration Exonerate
Spaniards ra Advance of
Report from Court of

^ Inquiry.

Washington, March 1.-Th« mai
Utterest of tb« day ia connection wit
the.Maine inquiry «entered io a «uti
»ent by Secretory Long, following th
cabinet meeting, that io his persona
«pinion any official participation bj th
Spaaïah goverooeni-în th« blowing o

.f; the Maine was DOW practically elim
^ted from thc sitoatins. This state
~'«ewt wa« not of a formal or officia
eharacier and was made bj Mr. Loo j
as be walked; away fiom the Whit
House.

; As usual, the various cab iact officer
were besieged with inquiries as to th
questions before meeting and in re

spoose to these importunities the score

fcary rather casually summed ap tbi
sttaation tn a few words, stating tba
most of the time bad been given to th!
outrages of colored postmasters ia thi
saath. Naturally tbe Cuban situ
afton bad been gone over, b<
said, bat there were no actual deve
topment^ and be felt tbat pabltt
excitement over the subject had ms

tonally abated Then he added thc
statement, io the same passing way,
that any participation by the Spanish

^goverament io the blowing np of thc
Kaine «as practically elimioaied, is
his judgement. This last remark was

spcediiy given wide circulation »pari
froEi the quieting references which had
accompanied it. It immediately start¬
ed mach nomment and discussion, and
when Mr. Jjong returned to the navy
department afser lunch he foaad thal
what he bad intended to ooovey was

seing given the force of an official de¬
claration that Spain's responsibility for
the disaster had been eliminated. In
arder to make clear hh> meaning, as a

» personal expression. Mr. Long dictated
the following statement :

"The main thing we talked about io
èaÎMoet were the outrages on the post-
»asters, one a white man in Georgia
and one a eoiored maa io South Caro¬
lina
"lo regard to tbs Cabas question, I

said I thougt things were growing quiet¬
er every day, and as my judgment wont
1 «as.inclined to think that any official
participation on the part of tbe Span*
iab governmeot in the disaster,was now
practically eliminated." *

§

WEIGHING HIS WORDS
Toe foregoing conveyed all that Mr

Long desired to cay on tbe subject,
and this mach «as given only to offset
enlarged versions of what he bad said.
Persons occupying tbe closest relations
with the secretary said tbat the o pi aloe
expressed was saeb aa any one might
give with the facts no« at hand. It
«aswot tn any sense, it «as explained,
a conclusion drawn frons new evidence,
wot made pabiic, either from the ooart
ef inquiry or any officer no« concerned
in the inquiry. Neither the facts nor

intimations hare aome from snob sour¬

ces, it ts said at the department, whioh
would serve as the basis for an opinion.
The official declaration of Seoor DoBose,
the Spanish charge d'a ffa ires, tbat no

mines or sanmerino defenses exist in
the barber of Habana had come to the
attention of Secretary Long and this
statement from the authorized repre¬
sentative of tbe Spanish goveroment
«as felt to have been given dne weight
ia the opinion expresse^ by tho secre¬

tary. It «as pointed oat by persoos
bearing close relations to the secretary
that the language used «aa "official
participation" on the part of the Spanish
government. This, it was said,- had no

bearing on the question of Spain's re¬

sponsibility. Tbe ''offioial participa-
\ ñon" of Spain was one thing, while the
- responsibility of Spain, in case the
disaster proved to be of external origin,
was qa i te another thing. The secre¬

tary's etatemept was restricted, it was

explained, to exculpating Spain from
direct, cffical knowledge aod participa¬
tion in the affair. Io case it was shown
that the act was due to some fanatic or

person uooonnected with the govern-
meut, theo the qaestiou of Spain's re¬

sponsibility would be still open Mr
L^ng was much surprised that so much
attention had been given to .his passing
allusion.

Aàide from tots incident the day
broeght forth few developments GI im-

portan co relating t» tbe Maine. No
dispatchea of any character from Key
West, where the court of icquiry is sit¬
ting, were given out during the day
and as the rule of publioity is still in
force, presumably nothing came from
that quarter. The vessel movements
announced during the day wer« devoid
of significance.

A Sub-Marine Mine.
Naval Officers Incline to This

Idea Now.

Havana, fia Key West, Fis., March
2-Without adding unnecessarily to
the flood of surmises, eoojeetere and
propheey concerning the finding of the
court of inquiry, j s is fair to say that,
aa a mstter of fast, most af the naval
officers here and at Key West incline
to she opinion that the court will find
that th« disaster to the Maine was

caused ey the explosion of a fioatiog
sub-marine mine under tb« forward,
portside of tb« ship. Opinions differ
as to whether this mine was made of
high explosives, such a« wet and dry
gua eotton or ordioary goo-powder.

Opinions agree, not only as to the
existence of mines in the harbor, but
that this en« was laid purposely near
the buoy where foreign war vessels
were directed to moor sod was fired
by a flash from an electric battery on

shore.
It is believed barely possible that

the explosion of the mine was tbe re¬

sult of the carelessness or ignorance
of Spanish officials in charge of the
mine station keys, when testing the
eirouit, but the latter supposition vis
not felt to be probable. It is farther
regarded as settled by the evidence
before the court, that the portside of
the hull forward was completely
blown to pieces, and that tbe only ex¬

plosion on tbe Matee, except of isolat¬
ed eases of fixed ammunition, was

that of two thousand pouoda of salut¬
ing powder, stored forward and of
which no traee eeo be found.
These views are gathered from of¬

ficers who talk, with great reserve, sod
only upoa the assurance that their
identity will oever be revealed. The
feet remains that ooly the members
of the court of inquiry know all the
testimony elicited and no one is au¬

thorised to make publie matter io ad¬
vance of the final judgment.
A good deal of surprise was ex¬

pressed by Americans bere at learn¬
ing that

, Spanish divers weVe to be
permitted to make an examination of
the wreck of the Maine, especially at

it was also said thai American naval
officers here would give saob divers all
consistent facilities aod would throw no

obstacles in the way of thorough' sub-
marine inspection. It was not at first
understood^ as it came to be later, that
the Spanish search was to be entirely
independent and tbat while it was be¬
ing made the American investigation
would proeeed uoder Captain Stgsbes'e
supervision As understood her« the
Spanish request made immediately after
abe disaster fdr a joint investigation
was promptly refused at Washington,
but after a cabinet consultation, it was

agreed that the Spaniards had a moral
aod international right to discover the
eause of tbe wreck for themselves if
possible Therefore permission for an

independent examination was granted
on the ground, as understood here, thst
it could not'bo refused to a friendly
power in ber own harbor. That the
permistión was not accorded %otil
after the ooort of inquiry bad fioished
its work here and gone to Key West
is regarded aa significant. It opens a

wide'field for spéculât ion.
HAS NO OBJECTION.

Some assert that the coort oow bas
oo objeotioo to a Spanish inquiry for
one of two reasons : Either the eoort
bas sufficient evidence already of ac¬

cident or malice--evidence that cannot
be controverted by the Spaniards-or
after a dilligeot seareh, the mystery re¬

mains as deep as ever and the court does
cot think the Spanish will reach a conclu¬
sion where the Americans have failed
Of coo/se aii this refers principally to

inspection of part« of the ship ot ber
than tbe boll. Until the guns, decke,
engines and debris af all kinds have
been removed and the mud bas been
pumped from the hull it cannot be ex¬

amined thoroughly by soy one. Some
good authorities thick it will be neces¬

sary to build a coffer dam around the
wreck, piles being driven, etc.

That any important testimony before
the court has found it way to the public
s very unlikely 'Some of the witoeea-
have told certain correspondents of al¬
leged testimony, but in every case in¬
vestigation bas showed their stories to

be widely improbable end controverted
by known faois or else absolutely ir¬
relevant Some of the correspondents
have tried to extract information from
members of the court or from naval
witnesses by patting what wo**e deemed
by the qoentioners clever hypothical in¬
terrogatories. Bot the questioners
were not experts io naval architecture
and the questioned were So the re¬

sults were unsatisfactory. Probably
the court knew before it left Havana
for Key West whether the ten-inch
magazine OD the starboard forward did

or did uor explode, bat tbe members
gave DO sign sod tbe divers wheo tbey
talked at ali, doubtless even the con¬

tractors for ¿he removal of the inner
debris and the raising of the boll, do
Dot folly appreciate the difficulties to be
encountered. Certainly the tog Right
Ann has been of little valne thus far,
her captain oot having sufficient au¬

thority until Monday to employ the
necessary help or to hire the Deeded
lighters.

DIFFICULT WORK.
While criticising the naval divers for

their slowness, it most be remembered
that theirs ts grim, dangerous and dif
fica lt work. In muddy, foul water,
through a mass of riven steel, bent iron,
shattered gratings and ladders, over

upturned hatches, heaped up coal, scat¬
tered ammunition, guns, chests, machi¬
nery and electric wires, they must make
or out their, way. . They most exercise
great care lest their air tubes be severed
by sharp projections. Already many
have had. fatla ia the uncertain light sod
difficult psssages.

Nothing oeed be retracted, however,
from the sistemen t that all the baste pos¬
sible is greatly to be desired. The
huge weight of the wreck caused it to
ii orr dsily deeper into the soft mod of
thc harbor, making the task of raising
the vessel the more Herculean.

While no outsider is allowed on the
wri ck, the patrol lines are not so rigid
aa Iformsrly, and the boats of visitors
are allowed to sail close to the upheav¬
ed mass of debris.

Work is Completed.
That is as Far as Key West

is Concerned.

Key West, Fla., Msrch 2 -The feet
is becoming more evident, as the days
paus, thst soy information direct from
members of the United States court

of ioquiry ioto the loss of the battle¬
ship Maine, and from those appearing
before it. is guarded with uousual close¬
ness. ' Practically no information pre¬
sented to the court has been disclosed.
The restrictions are so severe' that the
communications between the o ava* meo

who have beeo before the court have
been most guarded.
Naval officers at this station who aré

connected with the court "express
th s guarded view that very little testi¬
mony has yet been heard tending to
show that the explosion was the result
of a conspiracy or ai to the exact cause

of the disaster.
Teo enlisted meo were examined by

tbs board this foreoooo as was. also
Commander Feraytb. It is understood
bc gave testimony regarding the coat¬
ing of the battleship at the davy yard
here.

. The court of ioquiry convened short¬
ly after 2 o'clock and went oot to the
barraoks where all the survivors of the
Maine were mustered. The meo were

asked if they bad soy charges or farther
st itemen ta to make. Not a word oame

from the raoks, and after a whispered
co nanita tion. the work of the court of
ioqoiry at Key West came to an end

Jodge Advocate Mar ix, io reply to
au inquiry*said that so far as be knew
the eoort has oo mor* work to de at

Key West. They a vaiting iostroc
ti ons through Rear Admiral Sicard from
Washington as to whether they shall
return at oooe to Havana.

a Apparently
the court bas gained little information
daring the Key West session which
oould help explain the explosion.

Captain Sigsbee is one of the few
American naval officers who possesses
a decoration given by a European
monarch Jc 1882 congress passed
a joint resolution auhoriziog bim to

accept a decoration of the order of
the Red Eagle, which had been teo
dered to him by the emperor of Gar-
many in recognition of his services
to the German navy in superintend-
it»g the construction of a deep ssa

sounding machine indented by him¬
self and considered by the German
government to be' ¿he best in the
world.-Augusta Chronicle.
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War Note Sounded.
The Spanish Bullies Think
That America is Afraid of
Them and So Publish

Their Opinions.

(Correápooieoce of the Associated Press.)
Madrid, Feb. 17.-Fierce indignation

characterizes the Spanish papers tbat
are not supporters of the government
at its alleged weakness in replying in
gentle terms to tbe American demand
f.^r explanations about the Dapuy De-
Lome letter.

The Imparcial says : *-It is the
height of weakness to suppose we are

going to disarm the Yankees by means

of patience. From them we shall gain
nothing by it, and on the other haod
we shall lose tbe esteem for the dig¬
nity and bravery of Spain, obtaioed
from the other nations. Paraphrasing
tbe never-to-be-forgotten Spartan
words of Mendez Nunez at Callan,
'Suffer it to say Spaio loves honor

more without Coba tban Cuba without
honor.'
"We havs sacrificed our youth, we

have sacrificed our millions. Must we
also sacrifice our national honor ? Not
the great Antill», not a hundred An¬
tilles would be worth so great a sacri¬
fice "

The Imparcial then proceeds to

argue that all Spain's concessions will
be useless if the United States really
seeks to break off friendly relations,
adding : "If a pretext is sought, it will
be found, for iostanee a hostile de¬
monstration against the Spanish war

ships visiting American porte, or a

demand for a pension for the widow of
the dentist Ruiz "

"In Europe," the article continues,
"every one has already perceived this
The universal conscience is with os
and it is really a shameful fact that
the action of) the United States rouses
mora indignation in foreign minds
thao. io some Spanish. We believe we

interpret better the spirit of the Span¬
ish people, and we energetically pro¬
test against what bas been done, in
order that outside of Spain it may be
kaown that ber rulers do oot refieot
the feelings of the Spanish people in
such sets as ths explanation to Mc¬
Kinley, sad alto that this nation of
brave men has not become a flock of
lambs."
Tbe Correo Español, after recapitu¬

lating all the injuries it alleges that
Spain has suffered at the hands of the
Uoited States, says :

"The last affair-that of Dopoy De-
Lome-has giveo the measure of our

decay aod sufferings. Any other gov¬
ernment thao that we endure-aneient
mummies and vhe-men-when drawing
up the note io yesterday's council in
reply to the inadmissible, uooalled for,
and ruffianly demands of the president
of the republio of the United "'States,
would have accompanied it with Mr.
Woodford's passports.' For it is clear
that neither concessions oor the hu
initiations cf the Spanish government
change in the slightest degree the plan
drawn op by the American govern¬
ment and people. They want war and
war will come "

The Pais ia oot so moderate, for it
declares that war already raging,
(es ta ya declarada), sayiofe :

"The North Americans .have oot
their soldiers, their ships, in Coba, but
-amàôg. tile insurgents they_hav.e..what is
better, they have their money turned
into ammunition, guns, cannon and dy¬
namite."
"Why," asked the Pais, should ao

official declaration be made wheo war

already exists, aod exists under the
most favorable terms for the United
States? An official declaration might
alarm the European powers, who
would not tolerate McKinley placing
/niä hand on the Antilles. Instead of
exposing their soldiers on their own

soil, they send them io the guise of
insurgents to Cuba. To avoid a oa

tastropbe to their warships, they send
meo aod ammunition tc the insurgents
io merchant vessels. American politi¬
cians would indeed be most foolish if
they abandoned by a declaration of
war, 'he favorable position they have
taken up io Cuba against Spain.

"No," the paper continoea, "we can¬

not hope for a declaration of war.

Cautious or bolo), humbie or active,
our government need not fear that
Washington will deolare war. Jt is
already deolared. Already it bas
caused havoc in Spain and in the
United States they laugh at the idea
that they are capable of the folly of
declaring war against us, a war already
aflame through them, a war fed by
them, a war in which they run none of
the risks and have all the advantages
that would acerue from an open war be¬
tween the two countries."

A Credit to the Nation.

More than two weeks have elapsed
since the startling intelligence that the
United States battleship Maine had
been blown up and destroyed in Havana
harbor was made known to the public.
The awful event so shocked tbs peo¬

ple of the Uoited Stases that for awhile
people and officials were dazed hy its
enormity, and the nation was given np
to mourning and breathless interest in
the names of the lost and wounded.

Shortly afterward stories came thick
and fast that the battleship and more

than 250 of its crew bad been destroyed
by treaobery. With every evidence of
verity the correspondents at Havana re¬

lated with circumstantial detail how the
work of havoc bad been wrought by a

submarine mine over whioh the Maine
was placed by a Spanish pilot acting un¬

der orders of a Spanish admiral-io
times of peace.

Since tbat time the information has
come that there were no mines in tbe
harbor of Havana, and the same corres¬

pondents arc now telling the people that
the bavoo was wrought by a floating
torpedo

lo the meantime a court of inquiry
composed of distinguished officers of tbe
American navy ha* been engaged in
making a complete and thoroogb in¬
vestigation of the wreck and the causes

which brought it about.
The administration has suspended

judgment, so have both bouses of ooo-

gre?8, aod to tbo great credit of tbe
people of the Uoited States the same

cac DOV be truthfully said of them.
This despite the greatest provocation

It is undoubtedly true that a majority
of the American people believe that the
Maine was destroyed by design. This
belief bas been added to, if not played
upon by sensational ditpatches to more
than sensational newspapers.

But through it all the people have
displayed a calmness worthy of the peo¬
ple of a great and powerful nation, like
ours.

This deliberation is indicative of no

lack of feeling of resentment, or through
fear of consequences, but it is directly
attributable to the fact that the people
of this country are above all things else
-fair.
When the facts are all known, as

they soon mnst be, the temper of the
people will be such that the proper
eourse is almost certain to be carried
oat

It is doubtful if io any other country
on the civilized globe tbe people would
have acted with snob conspicuous fair¬
ness and deliberation.
Imagine the attitude of the French

people under similar circumstances.
The streets of Paris would have long
since run red with the blood of soldiers
endeavoring to obeok the riotous démon¬
strations of an enthusiastic bat hysteri¬
cal people.

If the Yisoaya, the Spanish warship,
bad met with a similar fate to the
Maine's io New York harbor, the cables
would have been ladea the day follow¬

ing with accounts of riots in Barcelona
and Madrid. The American minister's
and consuls' residences would have
been attacked, and the overthrow of the
govern m ent itself would be dangerous¬
ly near, if war were not declared. '

Even the calculating Britishers and
the phlegmatic Teutons would have
demanded immediate demonstrations of
ferce.
But the Amerioan people, as jealous

of their hooor as aoy, more oonscioas
of their strength than all, SB patriotic
and devoted, as enthusiastic and as

brave, can afford to await the facts.
Long and severe lessons have taught

them that fche advice of the frontier sage
-'«Be sure you are right-then go
ahead"-was wise and sound.

Acting upon this theory no mistake
can be made.-Atlanta Journal.

Saw Nothing in Armenia to

Equal the Want and
Famine Witnessed

in Cuba.

New York,, March 3 -W. W
Howard of this city returned from
Cuba to day on te steamship Vigi-
lanca.

"I was io Armenia with Clara Bur¬
ton,7 said

%
Mr. Howard, "but no

where io Armenia did I see such
suffering aod famine as I have
witnessed io Coba among the pacíficos
aod reconcentrados. Meo, women
and children are so emaciated from
privation that their ribs and bones
almost come through higher shriveled
skins. If everpeope needed relief
it ia those wretched reconcentrados.
"The insurgents are well dressed,

well armed, well horsed and well
groomed-iadeed they are sleek, and
live easy lives Coba bas been laid
waste Oot8ide the towns one rarely
sees a building, for the reason that
all buildings io the country have
been razed or burned. Grass aod
weeds grow where once the highest
cultivation existed."
Mr Howard said that he was on

the wharf at Hobans wheo the Maine
blew up. He tíeard two explosions,
a dull one followed by a louder one

which shook the ground and nearly
stunned him

J. J. Murphy, another passenger
on the Yigilanca, said, "I am positive
that there were two explosions
The Prst one was somewhat muffled,
but the second was stunning in its
laudness."

A Big Thing for*Due^vVest.
Due West, March 3.-A telegram

has just been received from the Hon.
W. Jennings Bryan, stating tbat he
will lecture io Due West on Friday
afte moon or Dight, March ll. Subject
of 'eoture, ''Bimetallism." Admission
40 cents, the proceeds to be shared with
the literary toaieties of Erskine Col¬
lege.

Mr. Bryan was invited to make tbe
annivereary address at the commence¬

ment in June, but, feuding it inconven¬
ient to be in Duo West at that time,
has arranged to come at the time men¬

tioned above.
Due West expects ten thousand vis¬

itors to be present on tbe ocoasioo.
Arrangements will the be made with
Southern R*il- wary to run exoursion
trains and ample faoiltics will be provi¬
ded to convey passengers to and from
the trains at Donn aid's.

Reading, Pa, March 3.-Begin¬
ning next Monday the Carpenter
Steel Works will go on double turn,
working on projectiles for the Govern¬
ment acd employing three hundred
and fifty instead of two hundred and
twenty-five haods.

Meeting of State Board of
Control.

Dispenser la Trouble.

Three Hew Distillery Permits. Mr.
Shore's Application Laid Over.

The state hoard of control has
takeo no action on the resolution pass¬
ed by the general assembly to the ef¬
fect that the granting of hotel privi¬
leges is contrary to spirit of the dis¬
pensary law. When the resolution
was read at the meeting yesterday
morning the motion to receive it as
information passed without tbe least
diecu es i on. This resoution was in-
trodaced by Mr. Kibler, passed the
house unanimously and had but seven
votes recorded against it iu the
senate

Distillery privileges were granted
Messrs. J. H. Green. J. P. Hall and
H. A. Bateos, of Bates township,
in Greenville county Shortly after
this was done State Superintendent
of Education Mayfield appeared be
fore the board and asked to file a

protest as these gentlemen lived with¬
in a lees distance from churches and
school-bouses than prescribed by law.
Toe board decided to instruct the
distillers that the privileges were
granted on condition that the business
be removed at least two miles from a
church or school house as' demanded
by the law. Ooe of the members
laughingly suggested that the church
or school house be moved if necess¬

ary for the establishment of a distil¬
lery.
The Aiken county board was in¬

structed to locate a sob dispensary
at Salley's, in that couoty.

Dispenser Inspector Hill reported
that C. B. Harrison, the dispenser at
Bronsoo, io Hampton county, was in
trouble. There was a shortage of
$559 86 in his accounts due to gross
criminal carelessness Harrissn has
already been removed by the county
board of control Tbe shortage bad
originally amounted to $890. He
has since paid the inspector $278,
sod ^his bondsmen have refunded
$52 14, leaving $560 to be paid.
Tbe state board bas authorized tbe
attorney general tc institute proceed¬
ings to recover the amount from Har¬
rison's bondsmen. -

.

The board was theo engaged until
dinner time heariog different whiskey
drummers tell of the merits of the
beverages manufactured by their re¬

spective houses.
In the afternoon while 4>art of the

board was engaged in listing the
bids from the different establishments,
the other half was looking for a

house in which to locate tbe state
dispensary should it become necessary
or prudeut to move it. / Their report
'will be ,rendered this morning.

The application of Mr Shores to
establish a distillery in Sumter County
was laid over for a while at the re¬

quest of Dispenser Hatfield, ofSumter,
who said that a counter petitioo was

being circulated in the township
where this distilery was to be estab¬
lished-Register March 2.

The war department has decided to
abandon its expedition for the relief
of the miners in the Kloodike coun¬

try, because the concluaioo has been
reached that no necessity exists for
it. Secretary Alger has witten a let¬
ter to Senator Hawley, chairman of
the senate committee on military af¬
fairs, explaining the department^
position and asking that congress
take action by joint resolution au¬

thorizing the department to dispose
of the supplies purchased for the ex¬

pedition, includiog the reiodeer
which have just arrived from Nor¬
way, and to abaodoo the project en¬

tirely.
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